


WELCOME TO WORSHIP
FEBRUARY 15, 2026

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: “There is no Wi-Fi in the mountains, but you’ll find a better
connection.” ~ Unknown

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE:  On glory’s mountaintops of wonder and delight, we wait:

ALL:  For God’s amazing grace to transform our shadowed lives.

ONE:  In the valleys of everyday life, whete noises overwhelm us, we wait:
ALL:  Willing to while away time simply being in God’s presence.
ONE:  In the devouring fires of fear, in the midst of misguided living, we wait:

ALL:  For the One who comes in majesty, to lead us down the paths of
humility.

*HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 91

Portions teprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Tasught by
Love: Worship Resources for Year A by Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1998.

Pottions reprinted [ot adapted] by permission of Thom M. Shuman from Playing Hop-
scotch in Heaven: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year A4 by Thom M. Shuman. Copyright
2013.



CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of mountaintops, the din of the wotld can harden our heatts to your
Word. We watch news, reality TV, and silly sitcoms, yet have trouble
beating witness to your presence in our lives. Our faith is placed in those who
fail us, our trust is given to those who misplace it. Forgive us, O God, offer
your forgiveness to us that we might hear your call to discipleship. Whisper
our names that we might know how loved we ate. And, in your mercy, lead us
to the mountaintops of worship and the valleys of sactifice and setvice! Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI 734

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US (Skidp if no children are in attendance)

Prayer for the children (#nzson):
We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

.~ Song Response

| Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,

send us grace.

- SCRIPTURE:
Exodus 24:12-18

2 Peter 1:16-21

Matthew 17:1-9

HYMN We Have Come at Christ's Own Bidding 245

© Words: 1988 Hope Publishing Company; Music: 2001 Hope Publishing Company

SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED - Insert



FEBRUARY 15, 2026 (€) Transfiguration

HYMN Be Thou My Vision 502

INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, Give thanks because he’s
given Jesus Christ bis Son. And now let the weak say “1 am strong,” Let the poor say “1
am rich,” becanse of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
God of clouds and devouting fire, we are amazed by the experiences of Moses
and the disciples of Jesus. They point us beyond our everyday attempts to be
faithful to you. Entich our lives in the season we are entering, that we may see
the lamp of your love shining amid the shadows, and let your new day dawn
among us that we may invest ourselves in your purposes for humanity. Amen.

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Make Me a Servant 576
Make me a servant, humble and meek,
Lord let me lift up those who are weaky
And may the prayer of my heart always be:
Make me a servant, make me a servant, make me a servant today.

* HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 48

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Cover Attribution: Walsh, Geotge. Kingdom of God - Chutch of the Most Holy Rosary - Tullow,
Ireland, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville,
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink. p]PRC=57353. Original source: https://com-
mons. \Vll\lln(.dl’\ otg/wiki/File:Tullow_Chutch_of_the_Most_Holy_Rosary_South_Transept_Win-
dow_Mysteties_of_Light_and_Pope_John_Paul_II_Detail_Transfiguration_2013_09_006.jpg.



CHURCH ATTENDANCE, FEBRUARY 1, 2026

St. John’s =10 St. Jacob — 25

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sectetary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org

Pastor Phil Batbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastot@hometel.com

SERVING YOU TODAY
Council Person Cathy Frutiger
Accompanist: Melissa Anderson Taylor

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s: Kenzie Barker, Nancy McCaw, and Sean and Dustin,
sons of Margie & Wally Foxworthy

St. Jacob:  Carol Casperson, Rich Erwin, Loti Foley, Melody Hollis,
Norma Logsdon, Jackie Miller, Vernon Mendrip, Joanne Meyer,
Taylor Ostrander, Kathy Ritter, David Schmidt, Jane Schmidt, and
Olin Zweck

IL South Conference: Each week the chutches of the Illinois South Conference are
asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the UCC. This
week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

- Zoar UCC, New Hanover - Rev. R.]. Morgan

- O'Fallon UCC, O'Fallon - Rev. Dr. Martha Thietheimer
Retired Pastors

- Rev. Eatl (Rev. Pamela Smith) Menchhofer




UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

Karen Steinkoenig, Feb. 16
Judy Bolton, Feb. 19
Rachel Yann Mueller, Feb. 20

CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

MONDAY: St. Jacob Council meeting, 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY: Ash Wednesday wotship, 7 p.m., St. Jacob UCC

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
This year’s Lenten Bible Study will be held each Wednesday, Feb. 25 — Match 25 at 7
p.m., meeting in Hetitage Hall.

WALK WITH GOD
Come join our St. Jacob UCC walking group, called “Walk with God.” Anyone who
likes to take walks, be in nature and share in unity is encouraged to join us. We hope to
get members of the church together a couple times a week to walk and be visible in the
community. We will meet at the church and decide from thetre where we would like to
walk. Days and times are to be determined by the participants. If you’re interested in
participating or for more information, contact the church office at 618-644-2142.

ON-LINE GIVING OPTION
An on-line giving option is available on St. Jacob UCC’s web site [ST.JACOB UCC
(https://stjacobucc.org/). Thete ate two ways to access the on-line |207 W, Main Street
giving option: the first is the “DONATE” button located on the n a
top-right corner of the “Home Page,” and the second is by clicking
on “RESOURCES” and then “DONATE.” If you have any issues )
using the on-line giving option, please contact the church office at
(618) 644-2142.

VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read scripture, no long-term commitment, just
one Sunday at a time. Everyone from the congregation is invited to take part in helping
lead worship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthex.




SNOW SHOVELING
We still need volunteets at St. Jacob UCC to shovel the chutch sidewalks. There is a
sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex. Thank you.

INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTIFICATION
In case of inclement weather, we have implemented the following procedure: No later
than 8 a.m., Sunday morning there will be a message on the church answering machine
(618-644-2142) stating whether church will be cancelled. Also, the cancellation of ser-
vice will be posted on our Facebook page and Channel 5.

BEST CHOICE LABEL COLLECTION
The ELFs otganization is collecting Best Choice labels/UPC pottion (proof of
putrchase). Therte is a box on the table in the Narthex to place the labels.

ST. JACOB UCC WORSHIP VIDEO STREAMING ISSUE
Due to video streaming issues, St. Jacob UCC worship setvice is temporarily unavailable
to view on-line.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantties has been high, and
donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation tub/box for
food pantry donations in the sanctuary at St. John’s and St. Jacob.
Items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries):
February Shopping list: Canned stew, spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles, corn beef
hash, canned soup, evaporated milk, Ramen noodles, powdered sugar, household
cleaner, & body lotion
March Shopping list: Pancake mix, fruit juice, pancake syrup, canned fruit, cereal, mac
& cheese, oatmeal, canned chili, laundry detergent, & dryer sheets

Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tatts, oatmeal, cheese cracker
sandwiches, beef jetky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustatrd, broth, cooked
ham, pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box” (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) can use donations of
non-petishable food, hygiene products, and other items for those in need. Anyone can
donate -- items are anonymously given and received. Please consider blessing our
neighbors in need, and if you are in need, please feel free to stop by.



FIRST LESSON: Exodus 24:12-18
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there. I'll give you the stone tablets
with the instructions and the commandments that I've written in order to teach them.”

So Moses and his assistant Joshua got up, and Moses went up God’s mountain. Moses had said to the
elders, “Wait for us here until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur will be here with you. Whoever has
a legal dispute may go to them.”

Then Moses went up the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The Lord’s glorious
presence settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On the seventh day the Lord called
to Moses from the cloud. To the Israelites, the Lord’s glorious presence looked like a blazing fire on top
of the mountain. Moses entered the cloud and went up the mountain. Moses stayed on the mountain
for forty days and forty nights.

SECOND LESSON: 2 Peter 1:16-21

We didn’t repeat crafty myths when we told you about the powerful coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Quite the contrary, we witnessed his majesty with our own eyes. He received honor and glory from God
the Father when a voice came to him from the magnificent glory, saying, “This is my dearly loved Son,
with whom | am well-pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice from heaven while we were with him on
the holy mountain. In addition, we have a most reliable prophetic word, and you would do well to pay
attention to it, just as you would to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts. Most important, you must know that no prophecy of scripture represents the
prophet’s own understanding of things, because no prophecy ever came by human will. Instead, men and
women led by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9
Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and brought them to the top of a very high
mountain. He was transformed in front of them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as
white as light.

Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus. Peter reacted to all of this by saying to Jesus,
“Lord, it’s good that we’re here. If you want, I'll make three shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.”

While he was still speaking, look, a bright cloud overshadowed them. A voice from the cloud said, “This
is my Son whom | dearly love. | am very pleased with him. Listen to him!” Hearing this, the disciples fell
on their faces, filled with awe.

But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw
no one except Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anybody about the vision
until the Human One is raised from the dead.”

From the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011



